X sy _A ~ J yi 
Ta 


ir 
AC 


/ 
hf 


ABURTOV 


The Grandmaster and the Challenger stole the Earth to use as a cosmic playing board, with the Lethal Legion 

and the Black Order serving as their chess pieces. Most of the world’s heroes and villains were trapped in 

stasis to limit the number of “designated obstacles,” leaving behind only a handful of Avengers as the planet's 
last line of defense. 


With the title of “Grandmaster” on the line, the two competitors pulled out all the stops to secure the final 

Pyramoid, which would mark the winning point. The Challenger unleashed his resurrected Hulk, but the 

Grandmaster had the game rigged from the start: Voyager, the lost founding Avenger who brought Earth’s 
heroes so much hope, is his daughter, and was using her false identity to tip the adds in her father’s favor. 


Tired of doing the Grandmaster’s bidding and intrigued by the Avengers, Voyager tried to keep the last Pyramoid 

away from both competitors, but a furious Hulk found it and smashed it to spite his new master. In the mayhem 

that followed, the Grandmaster’s gambit with Vayager was exposed--and the Challenger didn’t take the news 
of his opponent’s cheating well... 
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THE CHALLENGER CRANDMASTER 
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NORMALLY, WHEN YOU | 
RECALL SOMETHING, 
YOU SAY, “IT’S ALL 

COMING BACK TO ME.” | 


BUT THIS 1s_ fA 
THE OPPOSITE. fae 


ae 
wi “i THIS TIME, 
7 | \T'S ALL GOING 
ee : : a d | i 


I’M REMEMBERING...EVERYONE 
HERE \$ REMEMBERING...THAT 
THE MEMORIES OF A WOMAN 

NAMED VOYAGER BEING ONE OF 

US WERE FALSE. IMPLANTE: 


f 
..-AND RIGHT ABOUT 
NOW, SHE’S WISHING 
| SHE'D NEVER MET ONE/ 


Fe) | f 
N\ alr / 
XI : 
w! 


DO YOU 
HAVE ANY IDEA 
WHAT YOU'VE 
DONE?/\T'S A GLOBAL 
\  PANIC/ PEOPLE 

ARE DYING/ 


TS NOT --T'M 
TAY TRYING TO 
TELL YOu-- 


PLEASE/ 

| I HAVE To 
SEE MY 

L FATHER! 


\/” DO NOT RESIST. 
SHE NEEDN’T THE FATE OF THE 
STRAIN. VOYAGER PLANET. MAY DEPEND 


IS UNDER MY COMMAND, PON YOUR 
IF ONLY FOR A MOMENT. ra KNOWLEDGE. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. T 
WON'T RUN. T 
PROMISE. 


I REALLY 
DOWANT TO 
HELP. 


AS SHE EXPLAINS, 
HER HEART’S 
BEATING A 
MILE A MINUTE. 
I CAN TELL. 


...9O FATHER 
HAD ME ALTER 
YOUR MEMORIES, 
TO BETTER POSE 
AS ONE OF 


IF YOUR 
WORLD IS TO }- 
SURVIVE? _ 


I’M NOT SURE WHAT TO benny 
J THINK. OF THOSE OF US Lg 


HERE, I “KNEW” HER 
THE LONGEST. uw 

= wa OR 

=| _THAT’S PROBABLY WHY _ Pa \ 
(I'M HAVING A HARD TIME 

SHAKING THIS OFF. 


m SHE'S LINGERING 
IN MY MIND LIKE 
A LUCID DREAM. 


i | 


SHE SAID SHE WANTS 
TO HELP. |S SHE AT ALL 
THE WOMAN SHE WAS IN My 
IMAGINATION, EVEN A BIT? 


THIRD ONE'S OUT 
THE WINDOW. FIRST 
| AND SECOND, & 

PROBABLY... 


J, WE “REMEMBERED” | Mame Oe a 
HER TO BE NOBLE, |f 
BRAVE AND HONEST. y ' : 


THE ONLY ONE 
MY POWER COULDN’T 
AFFECT WAS VISION, 
DUE TO HIS SYNTHEZOID 
“\ NATURE, $O HE WAS 
KEPT IN STASIS. 


..BUT EVEN UNDER 
HER SPELL, 
WOULDN’T WE HAVE 
SENSED THAT...? 


SO THAT'S 
WHY YOU FROZE 
. VIZH, BUT WHAT _ FF 
BA ABOUT EVERYONE 
ELSE? ‘ 


WHAT KIND 
OF "ULTIMATE GAME” 
I$ \T IF MOST OF THE 
“OBSTACLES” AREN'T 
Ra EVEN ALLOWED ON THE 


THE LIVING QUARTERS. 


DOCTOR 
BANNER? 


NOW THAT 
I’M OUT OF 
DANGER, MISS 
NADIA THOUGHT I BELIEVE 
I MIGHT RECOVER SHE EXPECTED 
BETTER AMONG ME TO ALLOW 
FRIENDS. MYSELF TO BE... 


ai, WAITED ON... 


D HULK 


NOW... 
WELL, 
NOW WE KNOW, Jj 
DON’T WE? 
J 


THE SPECIAL \ - 
ARROWHEADS, 
ALL OF IT. & 


IF THE : 
I PUT HIM 
WORST HAPPENED, 
THROUGH HELL. T CLINT COULD ACT... 
MUST HAVE. AND Tn eo tee 
FOR WHAT? WOULD DIE. 
THAT ARROW 
Y THROUGH MY BRAIN-- 
IT WAS AGONY, 


JARVIS. I DIED IN 
AGONY. 


BECAUSE \ 
I KNEW THE 
HULK WOULD 

DIE, TOO, 4 


I WITH EVERY 
HAVE TO DARK THOUGHT 
THIS. WAITING, WAITING 
TO BURST THROUGH 
MY SKIN AND WALK 
IN THE WORLD. 


MAYBE 
T DID DIE. 


BECAUSE 
THIE \S HELL. 
I AM IN 
HELL. 
AND THE 
KING OF HELL 


“THE MIND 
IS ITS OWN 


FOR THE 


AFTER HIS 
EXPULSION 
A FROM THE DIVINE 
’ PRESENCE. 4 


I WON'T j 
\\/ LIE, DoCToR. you \v 
{ HAVE, WITHIN YOU, THE 
POTENTIAL FOR GREAT 
\ EVIL--AND I THINK WE 
\ CAUGHT A GLIMPSE 
OF THAT TODAY. BUT...I 
; BELIEVE THERE 
] I$ MORE TO YOu 
THAN THAT. 


MAKE A HEAVEN OF ” 
HELL, A HELL OF pags guuton 
HEAVEN. A FAVORITE OF 
—/ MY YOUTH. 
Bs G 


YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO 
CONSIDER WHO 
HE WROTE THAT 
SPEECH FOR... 


ITHAS LONG % 
BEEN MY PRIVILEGE 
TO SERVE HEROES. 

INCLUDING YOU, 
DOCTOR. 


fecal ein 
a 


INCLUDING Yai 
YOU. 


AND OFTEN, 
WHAT DRIVES THEM 
ON IS THE KNOWLEDGE 
THAT THEY ARE NOT 
ALWAYS HEROES. 


IF, WHEN WE 

DO WHAT GOOD 

WE CAN, WE ARE 
AVENGERS --WHAT 

\ CRIMES ARE WE 

AVENGING? 


WE CARRY 
WITHIN US ALL OUR 
FAILURES, ALL OUR 
MISTAKES. ALL THE TIMES 
WE HAVE DONE LESS THAN 
WE MIGHT. WE ARE ALL 
EXILES FROM THE 
DIVINE, DOCTOR 
BANNER. 


WHAT MATTERS 
IS HOW HARD YOU 
WORK TO RISE 

”AIN. 


yi 

‘Oo BUT YOUR 

BETTER. WORTH I$ NOT 
DICTATED BY HOW 


IT MEANS - 
I NEED A PROPER 
LAB, WITH PROPER 
TOOLS, TO PUT THE 
VISION BACK 
TOGETHER. 


\ AVENGER. 


" BUT I THREW 


r/ ff 
HAD AT THE HULK-- 
AND IT WASN’T : 
ENOUGH. I WASN'T sey 
ENOUGH. a 


AND VISION : 
PAID THE PRICE ) 7 
FOR THAT... 


LIGHTNING, 
YOU THINK 
4 \T’S ABOUT HOW 
Sj MUCH YOU CAN 
THROW AT 
PEOPLE? 


IF RAW 
POWER WAS WHAT 
MADE AN AVENGER, 
THEY’D HAVE FIRED 

HAWKEYE ON THE 
uae WONDER MAN 
KNOW IE. NOUVE BUT IT WASN'T 
acai THE HULK-- 


SO WHAT IF 
YOU HAD STOPPED 
HIM? WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN HE GETS UP 

AGAIN? AND AGAINZ 
DO WE ALL KEEP 
HITTING EACH OTHER 
FOR THE REST OF 
OUR LIVES? 


LOOK, YOU 
ARE AN AVENGER, 
MIGUEL--AND A 
POWERFUL 
ONE-- 


--BUT IT’S 
NEVER BEEN WHAT 
‘Maree You ONE 11'S WHAT 
OF us. YOU CHOOSE 
TO DO. 


YEAH. 
IT Guess. 


DEFINITELY. 
AND THE MOST 
H IMPORTANT THING 
A WE 00--ALWAYS-7 


TO-- — 
C | \ SECONDS/ 


YOU DID 
WHAT YOU 
THOUGHT WAS 
RIGHT, AND I 
GOT HURT. 


WE CAN’T 
PLAN FOR EVERY 
EVENTUALITY. BAD 
STUFF HAPPENS. 
IT’S PART OF 
THE JOB. 


I DON’T 
BLAME 
YOU... 


} PIETRO, WHAT ARE 


"YOU DOING?/ 


@ YOU'RE PUSHING 


YOURSELF WAY 
TOO MUCH. 


NO/ YOUR 
MACHINES ARE 
FAR FROM PERFECT 
AND THIS I$ NOTA 
HALLUCINATION. 


CONCENTRATE! 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
MOVING AROUND 
US, FASTER THAN 
ANY OF YOU 
CAN SEE... 


SENSORS 
WOULD HAVE 
PICKED IT UP, 
QUICKSILVER. 

YOU’RE PROBABLY 
SUFFERING AFTER- 
EFFECTS OF YOUR 


a FEVS 
SILENCE WHILE Vy) | 7 
y j / ™ \ 


I KNOW YOU 
WANT TO HELP, BUT 


/ bi VLA all pS = x 
{ RIGHT NOW WHAT You 
NEED TO DO I$ REST. 


/ J S\ LET ME HELP You CALM 


yy . DOWN AND-- PLEASE... 
ON’T USE 


YOUR ABILITIES 
THAT WAY. 


»~ you..you \ 
SHOULDN'T EVEN 


BE TALKING TO ME 
AFTER EVERYTHING 
I PUT YOu 

THROUGH... 


BEACON | 
KEEPING OUR 
FELLOW 
AVENGERS IN 
STASIS/ 


LISTEN 
CLOSELY. I’M 
NOT OF YOUR 


eh 9/ 


=] 
= 
= 
= 
| 
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j “THE ELDERS ARE BEINGS OF 
GALACTIC MIGHT WHO HAVE 
TWO THINGS IN COMMON. 


) ee ZT AN 
Way | “THEY ARE EACH THE LAST ff 
=| SURVIVOR OF OTHERWISE 
EXTINCT RACES... 


“...AND THEY ARE EACH 
RULED BY THEIR PERSONAL 
OBSESSIONS-- COLLECTING, 
FIGHTING, GAMBLING-- 


“--WHATEVER VICE THEY 
CARRIED OVER FROM 
THEIR PREVIOUS 
EXISTENCE TO THIS ONE. 


Na 
ZA. 2) 


= 26 — WUE 
“YOU TERRANS HAVE 2 Vin SS 


ENCOUNTERED MY 


N DWI GAST, THE 
|| Pa CAMESMAN 


“AND ALONG WITH 
HIS VICE, HE HAS 
A FATAL FLAW. 


“OR A : 
CHALLENGER. |i 


m=, ay 


“WHAT YOU'RE WITNESSING |S COMBAT 
WITH A FELLOW ELDER. THE STAKES ARE THE 
UTMOST. ONLY ONE WILL WALK AWAY WITH 
THE TITLE AND POWER OF THE GRANDMASTER. 


“WILL DIE 
SCREAMING AT 
THE HANDS OF 
THE WINNER. 


“THE GAMEBOARD |S 

EARTH, OF COURSE-- 
REMOVED TO A DISTANT ff 

GALAXY, A NEUTRAL SPACE. 
“A HANDFUL OF AVENGERS WOULD 
SERVE AS OBSTACLES--ENOUGH 

TO KEEP THINKG INTERESTING, 
THEY THOUGHT, BUT NOT ENOUGH 


y| “A TEAM HE KNEW WOULD 
BE UNDERESTIMATED... 


wa Ww 


“..AND, UNBEKNOWNST TO HIS 
OPPONENT, HE ALSO PLANTED 
ME AMONG YOU AS A SPY ABLE 
TO REMOTELY INFLUENCE YOUR 
ACTIONS AND TILT THE 
ADVANTAGE TOWARD HIMSELF. 


“BUT NOW WHEN T REACH 

OUT TO FATHER, I HEAR-- 

I FEEL--ONLY EMPTINESS. 
IF THE CHALLENGER 
HAS TOPPLED HIM... 


Sa 


~ “) 7 YOU CHEATED 
WE ARE ALL IN ME, EN DWI GAST, 
MORTAL DANGER/ WITH YOUR 


DAUGHTER... 


he ...BEFORE 
: EITHER OF 
VY) § US COULD BE 


DECLARED THE 
VICTOR. 


on 


THE GRANDMASTER;S|ICOSMIC GAME, ROOMS 


BUT T WILL 
NEVER ALLOW Ya 
YOU TO THWART 
ME, NOT IN LIFE, ff 
NOT IN DEATH. 


.-EVEN 
IF I MUST 
DESTROY THE 


PIECES AND 
THE PLAYING 


I REFUSE 
-.( _ TO GRANT YOU 
EVEN THE GIFT OF 
DISHONOR. 


OUR 
GAME WILL BE 
COMPLETED... 


PEOPLE/ WE 
JUST SKIPPED 
ARE GETTING 
WORSE OUT 
THERE--MUCH 
WORSE/ A. 


SUDDEN, THINGS \- 


<t 
Ww 
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FATHER! "FATHER, 
4 ARE YOU 
THERE? J - 
oa VALERIE-- 
OR WHATEVER 


YOUR NAME REALLY 
: \S--LISTEN TO 
ME/ 


VALERIE, 
I NEED YOu 
TO FOCUS. 


RIGHT NOW, 

I DON’T CARE 
HOW YOU PLAYED 
US. T DON’T CARE 

WHAT YOU WANTED 

OR WHAT YOU 

DID... 


7 ...BUT THERE ~ 
ARE SEVEN AND 


THE AVENGERS TO 
KEEP THEM 
ALIVE/ 


“YOU SAID BEFORE THAT 
YOU'VE SEEN WHAT AN 
AVENGER I$/YOU KNOW | 
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE ONE, : 
AND IT 1S ALL HANDS |p: 
ON DECK VALERIE...” 


.IT IS TIME 
FOR IT TO BE 


PURGED. 


THE ASGEAELY 


NAMING VOFAGER 


When we went into our story retreat for NO SURRENDER, the idea of the Grandmaster 
planting a daughter among the Avengers had already come up in pre-planning--but what 
would that mean for our heroes, and who would that character be? Could she be his 
herald? A piece of him? A remnant of SECRET WARS, or a byproduct of Kobik’s meddling? 
And yikes, what were we going to call her...? 


We were in the thick of MARVEL 
LEGACY at that point, so initially, we 


were calling her “Legacy, the Lost Lo ac wi 

Avenger.” But it didn’t feel right, LAA ct 

and the more we leaned into her (he me ae go ae 
pu‘ Ze 


positioning herself as a founding 
Avenger, the more we wanted her 


to have a classic name and identity Vele porte 


--something simple and clear that 
Aeex 


also--maybe--evoked the naming 
convention of Elders of the Universe 


like her father. Pens i 

The idea of her being a teleporter F 

Came to us pretty quickly--it’s a Lode\ Ring 22 
classic, straightforward power that 


the original Avengers lacked, and it fy) a 

would give us a way to ferry our NO V eo? Voy ae 
SURRENDER heroes around the world . 

without too much fuss. Se INANE 


| was scrolling through my phone, lelepodery Voyager 
looking up synonyms for “teleport” = 

and “travel” and anything else | could Valerie Vector ) a 
think of, when | saw it: Voyage. Was 

there anything to “Voyage”? 


a 


Someone piped up that calling her “Voyager” would fit the Elder naming convention, and 
| remember either Mark or Tom coming up with the name “Valerie Vector” on the spot, 
which | can now only hear in the old-timey radio announcer voice they used to say it. 
“VAL-erie VEC-tor!!!” 

The rest is histaory--though you can peep some of the other names we were kicking 


around in my retreat notes to the right. 


Now that she’s been unmasked, | just wanted to say thank you for sticking with us through 
all the fakeauts, cliffhangers and red herrings--it’s been a wild ride watching people 
react to our Valerie, and you’ve made this story a delight to tell. 


Assistant out! 
-Alanna 


Don’t forget to email us at MHEROES(@MARVEL.COM if there’s something you'd Like us to chat about here at THE ASSEMBLY, 
and hit your comic shop next week for another exciting issue of AVENGERS: NO SURRENDER! 


COME BACH NEAT WEEH FOR MORE... 
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AVENGERS #687 
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AVENGERS #688 


As the final battle for Earth begins, one Avenger will sacrifice 
everything to give his teammates a fighting chance. 
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